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“A truly monumental work as well as a masterful work by the
West’s most incisive scholar of Marxism. . . . It will stand for a long time as
the essential work on the subject.” —Zbigniew Brzezinski

One of the great historical works of the twentieth century, Leszek Kolakowski's Main Cur-
rents of Marxism, now finally combined into one volume, describes the development of
Marx’s philosophy and the contributions of his followers. It is a prophetic work of intel-
lectual transcendence, essential to an understanding of modern political history.

“Very rarely can one identify a deep, reflective thinker who has had such a wide range of
inquiry and demonstrable importance to major political events in his own time.”

—James H. Billington, Librarian of Congress

“Perhaps {Kolakowskil is properly thought of as the last illustrious citizen

of the Twentieth-Century Republic of Letters. . . . It is quite impossible to convey in a

short review the astonishing range of Kolakowski's history of
Marxist doctrine. It will surely not be superseded.”
—Tony Judt, New York Review of Books

“Philosopher, historian, theologian, political scientist and literary critic . . .
there can be few more eminent figures in the world of ideas.”
—The Times (London)

“Remarkable for almost more reasons than one could list. . . .
One thing that cannot be over-emphasized is the sheer usefulness of the book. . . .
A distinctive and engrossing piece of work.”
—Alan Ryan, Times Educational Supplement (London)

LESZEK KOLAKOWSKI, born in 1927 in Poland, was a professor of philosophy
at the University of Warsaw until his departure. For many years he was a senior research
fellow at Oxford University, and has taught at Yale, Chicago, and Berkeley. He has received
numerous honors, including the Jefferson Prize, the Erasmus Prize, the 2007 Jerusalem
Prize, and, in 2003, the first John W. Kluge Prize from the Library of Congress.
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